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Kd 
The Rev. Eugene L, Smith, National Council Vice- 
President for the Division of Foreign Missions 


This is a report of a speech of and conversation with Bishop K, H, Ting an 
Anglican Bishop in China, now President of Nanking Theological Seminary, Bishop Ting 
was a member of the staff of the World Student Christian Federation, He returned to 
China in either 1951 or 1952, In China he was made a Bishop of the Anglican Church 
and has been appointed to the presidency of that mjor seminary, Bishop Ting was 
invited by the Archbishop of Canterbury to be his personal guest in England this 
summer, Being thus in Europe, Bishop Ting attended as an informal observer committee 
meetings of the Hbasie ta ore Wbal Hoey Council, the World Council of Churches and 
the World Student Christian Federation, This report is taken from notes which I took 

as he sollte to the Central Committee of the “orld Council of Churdhes, and in a 
7 personal conversation which followed,” rie meee Teen steel 
A question asked me after reporting on this contact to the Executive Board of the 


Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council was whether Bishop Ting really 
beleived what he said, It is clear, of course, that the sincerity of the Chinese 


Christians in the views which Bishop Ting expressed is a measure of the political 
differences between us. I am sure it is not necessary for me to say to you that 
in reporting his views, I am certainly not implying agreement on my part with those 


views, I believe that it was clear in the conversation with him -- and we have no 


reason for doubting that he does reflect accurately the prevailing opihion of the 


Chinese churches -- that the Christians of Mainland China now proceed upon the basis 


of. two very clear assumptions, These assumptions ares (1) Whet happened in China wit}! 
the establishment of the Communist Regime was inevitable, is creative and must be 


accepted with joy by all patriotic Chinese, (2) The Chinese Christian churches havd 


found themselves under God alone through their detachment from any dependence on 
mission ry funds or personnel, One had the feeling in talking to Bishop Ting 
that @as to question. 


~more= 


those twa assumptions would seem to him to question his own integ- 
rity, and the integrity of the Chinese churchesas Chinese churches, 


At this point muchovght to be said about the phenomina of self- 
propagandiz- 
ing, This is a phenaninawhich is apparent on both sides of our 
relationship. It seemed to me that Bishop Ting, on the basis of 
these assumptions, interpreted what they have done always in the 
most favorable possible light and what the West has done, always 
in the most most unfavorable possible light. With that awareness 
there came to me in much sharper focus than any times before, the 
question of how much we in the West have done the same thing from 
our side, 

One cannot comment on the beliefs thit Bishop Ting expressed 
without adding a note as to the impression of spiritual sincerity 
which he made upon us, Friends who knew him before he went back 
to reside in China, state that this sincerity is much more marked 
in him now than before, A recent picture of the Anglican Bishops 
in China gives an impression also of a real sincerity on the faces 
of these men. I use the word sincerity in its valid spiritual 
sense, I had the strong impression that there have been clear 
Spiritual gains within the life of the Chinese churches, I am also 

deeply convinced that there have been clear spiritual losses at 
some points in the life of those churches, How to describe or 
evaluate those gains or losses is impossible for me, however, at 
present, 

Bishop Ting also impressed us with the warmth and eagerness of 
his desire, expressed as the desire of the Chinese churches, spirit- 
ually for fellowship with Christians outside of China, They really 
want visits from Christians of the West, including America, 

I am trying to say that I personally was unprepared for the 
breadth and the depth of the gulf that separates us from Chinese 
Christians on political matters, while at the same time I was per- 
sonally unprepared for the eagerness of their desire, spiritually 
to build bridges of fellowship linking us together, 

In whut follows, I want carefully to distinguish between my 
notcs of what Bishop Ting said, and my comments on his statements, 
At all points, except where I specifically state that I am making 
a personal comment, I am reading my notes of what he said, and thus 
am auoting him, tte 
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"The Chinese churches have taken the first and the second steps 
for reconciliation with the West, The first step was the invitation 
to Bishop Manikam to visit China and the second step is my visit, 

"The Chinese revolution was an important step in history, It 
was overdue. The Chinese people supported it. The establishment of 
the Peoples! Republic is more an 'act of God' than the ' judgment of 
God,' The establishment of the Peoples! Republic means to the people 
of China that God does love China, If we are to speak of the meaning 
of the establishment of the Peoples! Republic in China in terms of 
Old Testament symbolism, we would speak of Cyrus, with the symbolism 
of being a shephard to the Chinese, rather than of a Asyria, with a 
symbolism of being the rod of God, 

"The religious differences with the Communists are acknowledged, 
They should not, however, blind us to the good deeds of the Communists, 
Putting loyalty to the State first is a real danger in China, as it 
is everywhere. It is perhaps especially so in China because of the 
impressivesness of the Marxist achievements, However, that danger 
is less in China than it is in the West, because the Peoples! Govern- 
ment is avowedly a Marxist, an atheist regime, The open atheism of 
eter makes the issue so much easicr, The fact that the 
Communists are openly atheist means that their relationship to the 
Church is not one of utilizing the church for their purposes, There- 
fore, ths Christians are able to support the government in action, 
while they recognize the conflict in belief with the Communists, 

This may be a naive position, but it is better to be naive, than 


oynieal, 


lhe Reman Catholic orchbishop of Nanking has been very firm 
in insisting that in ecclesiastical matters he is subordinate to 
oe put that in political matters he is loyal to the present 
nen Both he and the presiding Bishop of the Anglican church 
in Chine are members of the Chinese perliament. 

"the Church in China has freedom of worship. Frecdom of 
worship means freedom to worship, to witness, to evengelize, to 
publish Christien literature without censureship, to conduct 


Christian work among students at the universities. The Christians 


in Chine do not feel persecuted by the government. 


ml fm 

"There was a failure in Christian theology in China in the old 
days. This was not because the Chinese are not capable of theological 
thinking, It was the result of bcing in a colonial situation, The 
intellectuals in the old situation suffered from the 'cult of the 
Westt, They were dissociated from the struggle of their own peoples 
The severence of close relationship between the Chinese churches and 
the missien boards means that the divorce which previously existed 
between Christian theology and the life of the Chinese is now gone, 

It was not untruth that the Chinese Christians had learned from the 
West; but it was not a truth that the Chinese wrestled with in our 
own land, Today our theology is much more oriented to us and to our 
own times, 

"Even if the whole missionary movement were wrong, and I have 
not said so, God would not have used an instrument which was entirely 
evil, The missionary movement was unablo to trznscend the colonial 
movement, but it did many good things, 

"At this present stage it is better for us not to have misston- 
arics, We must not squelch the tiny spark of selfhood in the 
Chinese Church, Later we may be able to make learning from the West 
Heath to be a first priority. 

"We are convinced of the essential goodwill of the great majority 
of western Christians, but there is a small minority of former mission- 
aries who have been very critical of the Communist Regime and of the 
Cremeasuchi ta tense This continuing barrage of criticism is a major 
obstacle to restoration of normal relations between Chinese Christians 
and the rest of the world, 

"In the first days of adjustment to the new life in China, some 
things were done that perhaps were awkard, but these were only 4 
part of the first adjustment to the new Regine," 

(This is now my comment, Both in the speech and later in the 
conversation Bishop Ting used the word Nawkard'in this context. When 
he describes the criticism by former missionaries of the communist 
regine as "4 major obstacle" in our relationships, and dismisses the 
attacks by Chinese Christains on Western Christians and the imprisonment 
of so many missionaries by the Communist regine as "awkard", we sce 
amother sign of the depth and breath of the gulf between us on political 
issues as they affect the life of the church,) 
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"What is God saying to the Christians in China? 

"(1) Today we in China understand much better the phrase, "I 
believe in the Holy Catholic Church," We see the strength of the 
Church when it is itself4 Formerly the Church was dominated by 
pragmatic foreign theology. That theology was expressed in terms 
of social gospel, or narrow pictismy or moralism, or liberalism, 
It was quite inadequate, The Christians in China have come to know 
better than before the whole Christ. We see the full Kingship of 
Christ. Formerly we found security in man-made crutches, We turned 
the mission boards into crutches. Now we have found that the real 
strength of the Church lies in its weakness, and we have come to 
know something of the strength of Christ, Pascal said, "It is a 
blessed state for the Church to be dependent upon tod alone," 

"The three self-movement is only an attempt of the Chinese 
Church to be itself, The Chinese Church is now a self-supporting 
church," 

(2) "We are learning in China that we must learn to love each 
other," Then Bishop Ting spoke of the increased brotherliness and 
cooperation between the Churches in China, but stated further that 
there has bcen no move toward organic union as yet between those 
churche Se 

"(3) We have a new awareness of the lack of love in the 
Chinese Church, The number of Christians in China is definitely 
increasing society, We realize that we have done too little in 
developing new and truly indigenous forms in communicating the 
Gospel. Our love has not been as strong as it should, 

"In cities ail, or a large majority, of clergy are supperted 
by their churches, In the rural arcas many clergyhave to do ether 
jobs because the churches cannot support them, 

"The Protestant memborship in China today is between 700,000 
and 1,000,000," 

When Ting was so critical of the missionary movement, I 
asked him if he had specific suggestions as to what those who are 
still involved in the missionary movement should do, He said "We 
have a point of view about missionary work, but we do not want to 
make missionary work more difficult in our lands, as long as’ people 
in other lands wish it," 
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When I pressed him to say more, he added that he would make 
thcse personal observations but only 1s personal observations, 

"1 It is neccssary seriously to reconsider whether the 
evangelistic influence of schools and hospitals is what it should 
be, Too many people are denationalized by these schools, 2) We 
should cut missionary subsidies drastically. We should not love 
our mission stations so much that we are afraid to cause people to 
go hungary. We should cause pople to live on faith, We should 
cut funds to the extent of causing some suffering in order that 
people may discover what Christ can do, 3) Western missionaries shoul 
be more resolute in refusing some positisn. (they were shocked at the 
number of Bishops in the Church of South India who are Westerners 
rathern than Indians) 4) We should consider again Roland Allen! 
books 5) The churches must be much more reserved in their judgment 
on pcoples! movement, whether led by nationals or cemmunists, Churche 
should see behind the social philosophies to what is real for the 
people, Some of the revolutionist may be partners of the church, 
There may be clergymen in India and :.frica and Japan who sympathize 
with the revolutionary movement, They should be encouraged because 
in the future they may be able to be bridges for the church,” 

Bishop Ting and his wife said that they do not know of any 
single Christian leader who has been executed by the present govern- 
ment. They also said that they do not know of any single Chinese 
Christian who has committed suicide becausd of the extablishment of 
the new Regine, They said that it is not true that people have 
been in prison for lack of conformity, They said it is not true that 

people have been in prison in order to give example or to strike 
fear. 

The Tings referred to 2 statement by an officer of the Division 
of Foreign Missions of the National Council that the Chinese Christe 
lans, especially in the denumciations that have occured, had made 
public statements which they did not fully mean, but which they made 
under pressure, Bishop and Mrs, Ting said that this was to imply 
that the Chinese Christians have an inferior moral sense and that 
this is insulting to them, They said that the Chinese always meant 
exactly what they said in putlic statements, They said that the 
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Christians in China do support the Government in China, They 
affirmed that their denunciations were truly meant and were necessary 
in order toshow the people of the church that some Christians had 
been imperialist agents, They said that is a sign of strength in the 
church to be able to face the evil in its own midst and to confess 
it publicly. | 

I asked about the translation project of the Board of Founders 
of the Nanking Theological Seminary. This is a project for the 
translation of the great Christian classics into Mandarin, Bishop 
Ting said that if this project is n-cded outside of China we should 
go ihead with it. He said that if it is for use inside of China, the 
scholars working on it should return to China and cooperate with 
Chinese scholars there, He said that if this is something the West 
is doing for China, that the do not want it. I asked about the coat 
of publication if the translation were to be done in China today, He 
said "If we cannot afford it we will go without it," 

I asked him about a report by Bishop Manikam that the Chinese 
Christians were interested in rclationships with the World Council of 
Churches, but desire to have none with the International Missionary 
Council, Bishop Ting said that the Chinese leaders are not azainst 
the International Missionary Council any more than thcy are against 
the World Council of Churches, He said "The International Missionry 
Council has not done anything against ths Chinese in recent years," 

As I close this report, let me make these final comments, One 
disagresmcnt on political issucs with the Christian of China is deep 
and broad, At the same time thcre is a keen desire on their part for 
fellowship with Christians outside of China and within such fellowship 
are creative possibilitics which we dare not ignore. Two things I 
believe we should especially do at this time, One is continually to 
hold our fellow Christians Af China in our prayers, Second is to 
seck carefully to avoid doing on our side what Bishop Ting seemed so 
much to do from the Chinese side, namely to interprct what we do in 
the best possible light and what others do in the pogrest possible 
light. Thus we are best prepared for a fellowship wkthin which ciear 
differences on political issues can be recognized and affirmed while 


we seek together God's guidance in the work of His Churches 
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